
March  2010 

B
ir
d

 T
ra

ck
s

 
B

L
U

E
 

B
I

R
D

 
C

H
A

P
T

E
R

,
 

F
M

C
A 

With the closing of the Blue 

Bird factory in 2009 the 

Blue Bird Chapter found 

itself at a crossroad. What 

will the Club look like in 

the future? How do we 

move forward? I believe the 

answer is we simply start 

again, one step at a time and 

one day at a time. And just 

like those first steps of a 

child, we may be a little 

wobbly at the start, but with 

time we will be running!  

One of my questions about 

the future of the Club, was 

how do we replace some of 

the things we lost when the 

factory closed? Although 

nothing will ever duplicate 

the Rally in the Valley, we 

came up with the idea to 

have an annual Rally called 

the Blue Bird Chapter Fam-

ily Reunion. Our first An-

nual Family Reunion will 

take place this Fall in 

Rayne, LA.  

The RITV always took place 

in one location, so we 

thought having a more cen-

tral, permanent location 

would be best for our Reun-

ion. After much considera-

tion, I think weôve come up 

with an excellent spot. Start-

ing in October of 2011, Blue 

Birds will fly south through 

Chattanooga, TN and stay at 

the beautiful Camp Jordan 

RV Park in East Ridge, TN.  

This area has so many things 

to offer for fun and entertain-

ment, like the Great Smoky 

Mountains, the scenic North 

Georgia Mountains and all of 

those Civil War sights in and 

around Chattanooga. Shop-

ping, river boat rides and lots 

of great restaurants were 

more reasons to select this 

location. Close proximity to 

several motor home dealers 

and suppliers was an added 

bonus. And then there was 

the easy accessé with I-24, I

-75 and I-59 all crisscrossing 

Chattanooga. We think this 

will be a great spot! 

For now, this is a work in 

progress. As we continue to 

explore ideas we are inter-

ested in yours. Email them to 

your area VP or to anyone on 

your leadership team. We 

know weôll need volunteers, 

perhaps you will be one, and 

become involved in the Fam-

ily Reunion Rally Commit-

tee.  

We are working on other 

ideas that I think will add to 

the fun and bring us together 

as a Family of Friends. But, 

as Iôve said before, it will 

require all of us, the entire 

membership, to make this 

Club successful. The bottom 

line remains the same; itôs all 

about relationships. 

 Until we see you 

ñOn The Road Againò take 

good care and drive safely. 

Dan 

Message From the President 
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Spring is on the Horizon by Ralph Fullenwider  

Ah, this winterôs months 

have certainly held a grip 

on spur of the moment 

travel to a point. But, on the 

horizon, are the fresh, 

perky, chilly but warming, 

spring mornings. Oh, you 

know the ones I mean, 

there is still a hint of clouded 

breath from the lips, steam 

boils up from the coffee mug 

as the birds sing their an-

nouncement of the coming 

tendril rays of warmth. 

óTis a good time to be fish-

ing in that brook running just 

behind where the Coach is 

parked. Trout rise around 9- 

ish AM, just as you emerge 

from the portal of the ole 

abode, hey?! Then, off to the 

banks of the stream and a 

short wade with all the gear 

on. Yes! Success as the trout 

(Continued on page 7) 
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 For this month, Iôve gone into my 

files (actually a drawer in the coach) for 

some of the recipes that were exchanged at 

the Quartzsite gathering 2 years ago.   Pat 

Gureasko, of Louisiana, organized the ex-

change, so  ñTHANKSò  to her , and to 

those who shared their recipes at that gath-

ering. 

 LINDA MOORE  or ñLovely 

Lindaò, of California, gave us this delicious 

dish .   

CHICKEN AND BROCCOLI 

 Sauce:  juice of 1 lemon, ¾ cup 

mayo, and 2 cans of cream of chicken soup 

(do not add  liquid). 

 Layer in a baking dish;  frozen 

chopped broccoli, skinless chicken breasts, 

salt, pepper, and minced onion. 

 Spread  the sauce over the un-

cooked chicken.  Sprinkle grated cheese on 

top, and bake at 350.   Serve with rice. 

 

HOLLIE  SORGE  gave us this BACON 

AND BROCCOLI SALAD, and she says 

you can make it ahead and keep refrigerated 

2 or 3 days.   

 1 pkg. of bacon, cooked until 

crisp.   Drain and crumble.  Combine with 6 

cups of broccoli, separated into  bite sized 

pieces, 2/3 cup chopped red onion, 1 8 oz. 

can sliced water chestnuts, drained,. 

 Blend in a small bowl:  ½ cup fat 

free mayo, ½ cup plain low fat yogurt, 1/3 

cup sugar, 2 Tblsp. Tarragon vinegar, and 

she  notes that she adds about 2 Tblsp. ba-

con grease.  Add the mayo mixture to the 

broccoli salad and mix thoroughly.  Makes 

8 servings. 

 

ROSIE ARCHIE, Fort Worth, TX, had 

this suggestion  for a snack for ñHappy 

Hourò, a quick and easy , and tasty  treat.   

CREAM CHEESE TORTILLAS 

 Mix: 8 oz. cream cheese (room 

temperature), 8 oz. sour cream, ½ grated 

cheddar cheese, chopped olives and 1 

small can of green chilies, and garlic salt to 

taste.  

 Spread onto a 10ò tortilla, fold it 

in half, then in half again.  Put in refrigera-

tor until cold.  Cut with an electric knife 

into strips.   Layer on a plate in a circle and 

enjoy!   

   

KELLY FEDELI of Pennsylvania shared 

a family recipe that she says is a ñhuge 

crowd pleaserò.    Even the name sounds 

like something good to me--òGOB 

CAKEò.   

CAKE:  1 box Devilôs Food cake mix 

(Duncan Hines), 1 small box instant 

chocolate pudding; 4 eggs, and 1 & ½ cups 

milk.  Bake in 9 x 13 pan at 350 for 45 

minutes. 

FROSTING:  Beat together  2 egg whites, 

2 tsp. vanilla, 4 Tbsp. flour, 2 Tbsp.  milk, 

and 1 cup Crisco.  Add 3 & ½ cups confec-

tioners sugar and beat until fluffy.       

 Slice cake length-wise, spread 

icing between pieces, reassemble and cut. 

 

Hereôs another dessert that sounds like a 

winner.   Anyone who like Reeseôs  Peanut 

Butter Cups ought to love PAT SNY-

DERôS DECADENT PEANUT BUTTER 

PIE.   

 1 prepared chocolate cookie pie 

crust 

 1 cup creamy peanut butter, 8 oz. 

cream cheese (room temp.), ½ cup sugar, 1 

(12 oz.) container non-dairy topping --

divided, and 1 jar hot fudge ice cream top-

ping. 

Cooking is for the Birds  by Kay Green Losh  

 In medium bowl, beat together 

the peanut butter, cream cheese and 

sugar.  Gently fold in 3 cups of the 

whipped topping.  Spoon mixture into pie 

shell and smooth to the sides.  Reserve 2 

Tbsp.  and place the remaining fudge 

sauce in the microwave for 1 minute or 

until spreadable.  Cover peanut butter 

layer with fudge sauce.  Refrigerate.   

 Just before serving, spread the 

remaining whipped topping over the 

fudge layer, being careful not to mix the 

two.  Place the reserved 2 Tbsp. of fudge 

sauce in a small baggie and knead for a 

few seconds.   Cut a tiny hole in the cor-

ner of the baggie and drizzle the sauce 

over the pie.  Do the same with 2 Tbsp. of 

peanut butter going in the opposite direc-

tion of the fudge sauce.   

 

There are more of these shared recipes 

from this big gathering of Birds that 

youôll be seeing later. 

 

Do you have a favorite tool or appli-

ance that you just canôt do without in 

the coach?  It would be interesting to 

hear from you about what you consider 

to be an ñessential.  To make this a 

column useful to you,  please send your 

suggestions, tips, and favorite recipes 

to: 

Cooking@BlueBirdChapter.org 

mailto:cooking@bluebirdchapter.org?subject=Recipe%20Submission%20for%20Bird%20Tracks%20Newsletter%20
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St Patrick is known as the patron saint of 

Ireland. True, he was not a born Irish. But 

he has become an integral part of the Irish 

heritage, mostly through his service across 

Ireland of the 5th century. 

 

Patrick was born in the 

later half of the 4th century 

AD. There are differing 

views about the exact year 

and place of his birth. Ac-

cording to one school of 

opinion, he was born about 

390 A.D., while the other 

school says it is about 373 

AD. Again, his birth place 

is said to be in either Scot-

land or Roman England. 

His real name was probably 

Maewyn Succat. Though 

Patricius was his Romanti-

cized name, he was later 

came to be familiar as Pat-

rick. 

 

Patrick was the son of 

Calpurnius, a Roman-

British army officer. He was growing up as 

naturally as other kids in Britain. However, 

one day a band of pirates landed in south 

Wales and kidnapped this boy along with 

many others. Then they sold him into slav-

ery in Ireland. The was there for 6 years, 

mostly imprisoned. This was when 

changes came to him. He dreamed of hav-

ing seen God. Legend says, he was then 

dictated by God to escape with a getaway 

ship. 

 

Finally, he did escape and went to Britain. 

And then to France. There he joined a 

monastery and studied under St. Germain, 

the bishop of Auxerre. He spent around 12 

years in training. And when he became a 

bishop he dreamed that the Irish were call-

ing him back to Ireland to tell them about 

God. The Confessio, Patrick's spiritual 

autobiography, is the most important docu-

ment regarding this. It tells of a dream 

after his return to Britain, in which one 

Victoricus delivered him a letter headed 

"The Voice of the Irish." 

 

So he set out for Ireland with the Pope's 

blessings. There he converted the Gaelic 

Irish, who were then mostly Pagans, to 

Christianity. He was confident in the Lord, 

he journeyed far and wide, baptizing and 

confirming with untiring zeal. And, in a 

diplomatic fashion he 

brought gifts to a kinglet 

here and a lawgiver there, 

but accepted none from 

any. 

 

Indeed, Patrick was quite 

successful at winning 

converts. Through active 

preaching, he made im-

portant converts even 

among the royal families. 

And this fact upset the 

Celtic Druids. 

Patrick was 

arrested sev-

eral times, but 

escaped each 

time. For 20 

years he had 

traveled 

throughout 

Ireland, estab-

lishing monasteries across the 

country. He also set up schools 

and churches which would aid 

him in his conversion. He devel-

oped a native clergy, fostered 

the growth of monasticism, es-

tablished dioceses, and held 

church councils. 

Patrick's doctrine is considered orthodox 

and has been interpreted as anti-Pelagian. 

Although he is not particularly noted as a 

man of learning, a few of his writings re-

main extant: his Confession, a reply to his 

detractors, and several letters. The Lorica 

("Breastplate"), a famous hymn attributed 

to Patrick, may date to a later period. By 

the end of the 7th century Patrick had be-

come a legendary figure, and the legends 

have continued to grow since then. There 

are many legends associated with St Pat-

rick. It is said that he used the three-leafed 

shamrock to explain the concept of the 

Trinity; which refers to the combination of 

Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. Hence its 

strong association with his day and name 

Legend also has that, Saint Patrick had put 

the curse of God on venomous snakes in 

Ireland. And he drove all the snakes into 

the sea where they drowned.  

True, these are mostly legends. But, after 

some 1500 years, these legends have been 

inseparably combined with the facts. And 

together they have helped us know much 

about the Saint and the spirit behind cele-

bration of the day. Patrick's mission in 

Ireland lasted for over 20 years. He died on 

March 17, AD 461. That day has been 

commemorated as St. Patrick's Day ever 

since. The day's spirit is to celebrate the 

universal baptization of Ireland. Though 

originally a Catholic holy day, St. Patrick's 

Day has evolved into more of a secular 

holiday. Or, rather, 'be an Irish Day '. And 

the Irish has borne it as part of their na-

tional tradition in everywhere they popu-

lated and prospered. 

The Catholic feast 

day for this most 

loved of Irish saints 

has become a holi-

day in celebration of 

the Irish and Irish 

culture. The lepre-

chaun, a Celtic fairy, 

has become en-

trenched as a chief 

symbol for this holi-

day, as is the sham-

rock, an ancient 

symbol for the triple 

goddess Brigit. It is 

fitting that this holi-

day should fall at the 

time of the year 

when the return of spring begins to seem at 

hand. But why the icons like the green 

color, the tri-leafed shamrock, the lepre-

chaun, or the pot of gold and Blarney's 

stone- all came to be associated with the 

celebration of this Day? And what do they 

all mean? Click Here to learn 

When Irish eyes are smiling, 

óTis like a morn in spring. 

With a lilt of Irish laughter  

You can hear the angels sing 

When Irish hearts are happy 

All the world is bright and gay 

When Irish eyes are smiling 

Sure, they steal your heart 

away. 

Saint Patrick   

http://www.theholidayspot.com/patrick/shamrock.htm


2. How? How is it supposed to work to 

begin with? It becomes almost impossible 

to repair most things unless one knows or 

has an idea about the sequence of opera-

tion. 

 

3. Where? Where are the components 

located? This one is huge on the Birds.  

At times, logic sometimes escaped those 

who installed the original components or 

caused them to be put there. 

 

4. Why? I remember my Dad telling me 

there is no such word as why? Well in 

trouble shooting, we don't always find the 

"why" did it happen in the first place, but 

this question is just as important as any 

other. Ok you found that a fuse was 

blown, replaced it and the circuit worked 

again, but why did a perfectly good fuse 

blow to begin with? 

 

All of this is basic, I know, but often 

times a trip back to the basics is needed 

by everyone. 

 

Some of the common terms used with the 

4 basic questions above are; 

 

Sequence of operation 

 

Circuit flow, be it water or electricity 

 

Grounds 
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Trouble shooting tools to carry with you: 

Part one. 

 

We have all had problems of one sort or 

another, and had a feeling it was simple 

but did not know where or how to start. 

 

Letôs explore the basic trouble shooting 

questions that are essential, and then 

break them down into something we can 

work with. 

 

1. What? Understanding what the prob-

lem is can be misleading at times because 

so many things are going on at once. So 

break those things down to a common 

denominator. 

 

Technical Tips and Tricks:  by Ralph Fullenwider  

Amps 

 

Resistance 

 

Ohm's Law 

 

Diode 

 

AC voltage 

 

DC voltage 

 

Inverter 

 

All these items are things we have heard 

about from time to time and may even 

have knowledge about first hand. And 

this helps us owners, from a better under-

standing, to know what is going on when 

your rig is in a shop or you are doing 

your own work. 

 

Next issue, we will talk about ohm's law 

in some detail. It is from this formula that 

we can find voltage, amperage, resis-

tance, power factor, wire size and so 

forth. 

 

Be safe out there everyone, spring is on 

its way. <smile> 

 

Safe travels, 

 

Ralph and Charolette Fullenwider 

"84FC35 "Ruff Diamond" 

The June Issue of Bird Tracks will 

be the last mailed copy. As you are 

aware, the costs of printing and mailing 

our newsletter have increased dramati-

cally over the years. Factory support 

for mailing, once a tremendous benefit 

to the Chapter, no longer exists. With 

the introduction of a monthly newslet-

ter, costs again have risen dramatically. 

It also becomes a burden on the Chap-

ter to give members a more complete 

newsletter as each additional page in-

creases both the production cost and 

the distribution cost. In order to give 

members the best newsletter possible 

without increasing the costs to a point 

where it is prohibitive, Bird Tracks is 

going to be an online only publication start-

ing with the July 2010 issue. While we real-

ize that some members have not yet entered 

the digital age of personal communication, 

everyone knows someone who has. We will 

continue to send monthly emails to all mem-

bers or designated persons who have a valid 

email address and these emails will have a 

clickable link to the latest issue of the news-

letter. Furthermore, we will be including 

instructions in the next few newsletters that 

will allow every member who does not have 

email capabilities, the ability to obtain a 

copy of Bird Tracks. This will make it pos-

sible for those non-computer owning mem-

bers to have a family member or friend print 

out a copy or they may even to go to a pub-

lic library to view or print a copy. All mem-

bers will have the same choice as computer 

owning members to either view the newsletter 

online or print their own copy. Starting in July 

2010, enlarging the newsletter will no longer 

carry the penalty of increased costs of printing 

and mailing. Your contributions of articles, 

stories, tips, rally promotions and other offer-

ings of beneficial Chapter information can 

then be shared without budget concerns. As 

always, look for the contact information in 

Bird Tracks and you can help make our news-

letter more entertaining and informative for 

the membership.  Eliminating the need to have 

those members in the digital age carry the 

burden and the expense of printing and distrib-

uting a hard copy will allow more funds to be 

used for the benefit of all members. 

NOTICE!  NOTICE! NOTICE! NOTICE!  



 Amish Rally!     June 13th-17th  
A 2010 Family of Friends Sponsored Rally   

The Ohio Amish settlements have become some of the most desired tourist destinations in the country.  Come and enjoy the beauti-

ful Scenic Hills RV Park in the heart of one of the largest Amish settlements found anywhere www.scenichillsrvpark.com .  This 

scenic area is loaded with history and includes many working farms, logging and wood processing plants.  You will enjoy explorin g 

many of the local furniture manufacturing companies found throughout the area. We will feast at breakfast and dinner at the fa-

mous Der Dutchman Restaurant www.dhgroup.com , dinner at the Chalet in the Valley www.chaletinthevalley.com  and Dinner at 

an Amish home.  Do Not Miss having Ice Cream at the Walnut Creek Cheese. We will be visiting a local winery, an Amish Farm 

and an Amish School.  So donôt miss this opportunity to join in with your Blue Bird Friends and take in this most impressive area in 

our country.  Space is limited so donôt hesitate in getting in your registration.  Four (4) nights $300.00 for a coach and two (2) peo-

ple.  $198.00 for a coach and one (1) person and $103.00 for each additional person.  50 amp sites will be available for most atten-

dees with 30 amp for some, this is first come first serve, so donôt delay. Price per coach with two (2) people $300.00 Price per coach 

with one (1) person $198.00 Price per additional person (each)   $103.00 

Sunday June 13th 2010 

1:00 - 4:00 Check in Scenic Hills RV Park 

4:00 P.M. Social Hour BYOB 

5:00 P.M. Dinner at Chalet In the Valley  

Local Entertainment after dinner 

Monday June 14th 2010 

9:00 A.M.  Breakfast at Der Dutchmen Restaurant 

11:00 A.M.  Tour Briedenbach Wine Cellers (car Pool) 

Lunch is on your own 

Visit many local sights (list will be made available at registration) 

2:00 P.M.  Ice Cream 2 Walnut Creek Cheese (DO NOT MISS)  

6:00 P.M.  Dinner is on your own 

Tuesday June 15th, 2010 

8:00 A.M. to 9:00 A.M. Continental Breakfast (coffee and pastry) 

Free day to enjoy the areas many sights  

6:00 P.M.  Dinner at Der Dutchman 

A short business meeting after Dinner 

Wednesday June 16th, 2010 

8:00 A.M. to 9:00 A.M.  Continental Breakfast (coffee and pastry) 

Visit an Amish Farm and one room school house. Optional: horse 

and buggy rides 

6:00 P.M.  Dinner at a local Amish Home 

Thursday June 17th, 2010 

8:00 A.M. to 9:00 A.M.  Continental Breakfast (coffee and pastry)   

Depart and Safe travels 

I-77 From the North and South exit 83 Dover, go west toward Sugar Creek on S.R. 39  (Approximately 15 miles).  Watch for Hiland High 

School on the left.  Turn Left on C.R. 77(TR 367) Scenic Hill RV Park is on your right.   I-71 From North or South take exit 173, go east on 

S.R. 39 (Approximately 43 miles) watch for Scenic Hills Sign.  Turn right on C.R. 77 (TR 367), Scenic Hills RV Park is on your right. DO 

NOT USE MAP QUEST OR GOOGLE ---They often take you on back road not suitable for large RVôs 
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TO REGISTER FILL OUT AND MAIL RALLY REGISTRATION FORM ON PAGE 9 OF THIS ISSUE 

http://www.scenichillsrvpark.com
http://www.dhgroup.com
http://www.chaletinthevalley.com

