
Vintage Birds Chapter of FMCA
Vintage Bird Words

June, 2019

Richard Ramsey     
President
rrsr68@gmail.com

Steve Pappas
Membership VP
spappas@arcb.com

Randy Shrimplin
Rally VP
RShimp@yahoo.com

Gregg Gesse
Secretary
vintagebirdssecretary
@4email.net

Our President (is not old, He is Vintage) Report
 

Richard & Sue

Shane Fedeli
Treasurer & Web Editor
shane@vintagebirds.com

Nominating Committee

Phil Roberts, Chair
footloose36@gmail.com

Randy Burdette
Randall.Burdette@icloud.com

Gary Shilling
gmshilling72@gmail.com

mailto:rrsr68@gmail.com
mailto:RShimp@yahoo.com
mailto:spappas@arcb.com
mailto:footloose36@gmail.com
mailto:Randall.Burdette@icloud.com
mailto:gmshilling72@gmail.com


Dear Vintage Birds Members:

FUN FUN FUN.  That is what you are in for if you are attending 
the Lock Haven and Boothbay Rallies. Boothbay is also our Annual
Meeting Rally.

I am pressing my mechanic to get my brakes fixed so I can go in 
my BLUEBIRD. Sue is narrow minded. She has forcefully 
expressed her unwillingness to go in a travel trailer or camp in a 
tent. I will be there, so what more can you ask for? Don’t answer 
that!

Plus this fall, we have more fun planned in Red River, New Mexico
and Lakeland, Florida. Visit the Balloon fest after Red River or see
the site of Sun n’ Fun Fly-In along with the many other places of 
interest. The strawberry milkshake is awesome at the fruit stand.

Sue and I have attended Q, Love on The Mississippi, Perry FMCA 
Rally, and Birds at the Beach so far this year. Vintage Birds was 
well represented at each of these rallies. We signed up new 
members at every rally except Perry, because every Bluebird 
attending Perry was a member. If you haven’t been to these rallies,
it is your loss, because they were great.

Vintage Birds is unique, because we have small intimate rallies in 
great places through out this great country. This sets us apart. 

Other rallies have found great places that we want to go and they 
afford us the opportunity to have home comings every year in the 
same great location.

My vision for Vintage Birds is to support the entire Bluebird 
community, which enables us to best serve your needs. I am proud 
that every non-Vintage Birds Rally has had 3 to 4 VB board 



members attending and 40-60% of the rally’s attendees were VB 
members.

Thank you for allowing me to represent you, it has been a fun time.
I was very happy to have been very well received at every rally I 
attended. Due to my personal situation of one hurricane destroyed 
home, a new store and family health issues, I have decided not to 
seek re-election, but Sue and I hope to continue to be active in 
Vintage Birds for many years to come.

Mike Kneeland has agreed to take my place as President of 
Vintage Birds and will stand for election at Boothbay. He has a
vision that will meet your needs and take the club to the next 
level.  Please join me in welcoming Mike aboard.

Richard Ramsey

As a Great American Said

“We Are All Orphan Birds Of A

 Feather, So Let’s Flock Together.”

Richard,

We know we speak for the entire Membership in 
wanting to thank you and Sue for your tireless 
efforts to make Vintage Birds an organization we 
can all be proud to be associated with.  Your 
leadership and friendship has been a positive 
contribution to the Bluebird communities across our
great country. We wish you all the best and expect to
see you at many more rallies.

 Randy, Steve, Gregg, Shane, Randy, Gary, Phil



2019 Vintage Birds Chapter Rallies

Summer Rally
Boothbay, Maine

This will be the Annual Business Meeting Rally!!

July 28 to August 4, 2019
Shore Hills Campground & RV Park

http://www.shorehills.com/index.html 

Members need to print off the registration sheet from their
web-site (camping@shorehills.com) and list length of bus, list Vintage

Birds & call for pet information if applicable. They don’t
allow any aggressive breeds.

No credit cards. Members must sent check along with
registration form.

We have the following sites blocked off (see map on web-
page) sites 148 to 136 / sites 134 to 135 / sites 114 to 127. 

 $50 non-refundable deposit due prior to April 1st 2019 or
they will not guarantee you a site for the rally week. 

2019 Boothbay Maine Rally
 July 28-August 4, 2019 (reservation due by May 1, 2019)

Sunday Night, July 28th - After checking in and getting set up, come to the 
clubhouse (at the campground) for happy hour and light snacks around 5:30 
PM. For dinner, we’ll go to a local fish-fry or brewery in town around 7. 
Dinner will be on your own. 

mailto:camping@shorehills.com


Monday- Coffee & snacks at the clubhouse starting around 7:30-ish. At 9:30, 
we will depart for the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens. A guided tour will 
begin around 11 AM. We will get lunch at the gardens. You will have a 
choice of either eating at the café or simply grabbing a sandwich and 
enjoying a meal outdoors. We will leave the gardens around 2 and head back
to the campground for a nap or games. A mixed potluck dinner will be in the 
clubhouse at 6:30 PM. Bring a side to share. Entrée will be provided. 

Tuesday- After morning snacks at the clubhouse, we will drive about 45 
minutes to the Maine Prison Store, Marshall Point Lighthouse and have 
lunch at Tenant Harbor. In the afternoon, we will visit the Owl’s Head 
Transportation museum & Owl’s Head Lighthouse. Dinner will be on your 
own at a restaurant in nearby Rockland, ME at 6 PM and then we will 
return to the campground. 

Wednesday- Coffee and light snacks at the clubhouse starting around 7:30. 
We’ll leave for the “MMM” the Maine Maritime Museum around 9 AM and 
carpool to what Fodor’s Travel has called “One of New England’s 10 
Unmissable Historical Sites”. After touring the museum, our group will 
travel to Bath and have lunch at one of the many restaurant choices in town.
We will return to the campground in the afternoon and then head into 
Boothbay harbor for the evening. Dinner will be on your own. 

Thursday- Open day, no scheduled activities aside from an evening BBQ 
around 6:30 at the campground featuring smoked Beef Brisket and a Texas-
style BBQ dinner (Since you’ll all be sick of seafood by now) Water and 
unsweetened Iced Tea will be provided as part of the meal. Bring a dessert 
to share. 

Friday – After morning coffee and snacks, we will travel to Camden Hills 
State Park for a trip up Mount Battie. This is one of the best overlooks on 
the Maine coast and for a small fee, you can drive to the top of the hill. 
Others may opt to hike the mountain- especially after gorging on BBQ the 
night before. This is a great place for a light picnic lunch and we may end up
getting sandwiches for the group- so toss your canvas or folding chairs in the
trunk before we leave the campground. We will head back down into 



Camden for the afternoon and many of the ladies will choose to shop at this 
little shopping mecca. There are a few other museums in the area that some 
may also choose to visit. Dinner will be on your own in Camden, Rockport or 
one of the other small towns on the way back to the campground. 

Saturday- Coffee, refreshments in the morning. The Annual Business 
Meeting of the Vintage Birds Chapter will start around 10 AM at the 
clubhouse and wrap up around 12 noon. In the afternoon, we will go on a 
whale watching cruise out of Boothbay Harbor. Those who are not sea-
fearing can easily spend all day in downtown Boothbay Harbor. We’ll come 
back from the cruise and meet up at one of the local “Lobster Pounds” for 
dinner. 

Sunday, August 4th- Check-out time is 11 AM. Sleep in… or join us for one 
last Coffee and snack session at the clubhouse. 

Reservation Information 

Although this is a Vintage Birds Rally, non-members
can attend as chapter guests. The $150 Rally Fee

includes pavilion rental, daily coffee and morning
snacks along with a Smoked BBQ dinner on

Thursday night for up to two people and a picnic
lunch on Friday at Camden Hills State Park.

Camping is $55 per night and must be paid to the
campground upon check-in.                                         

Go to Vintage Birds Web Site for Reservation Form

 http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html                                            

Rally Co-Hosts-

Steve & Liliana Pappas and Shane & Kelly Fedeli

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html


Fall Rally
Red River, New Mexico

October 2-6, 2019
Road Runner RV Resort

1371 E. Main Street
Red River, NM 87558

 http://www.roadrunnerrv.info/
Info@roadrunnerrvresort.com

Call 575-754-2286 To Confirm Your Space
Rally Host: Mike & Kathy Sparkman

Call or Text 619-701-2010
Email: MikeSparkman@aol.com

We need your Rally Fee ($75 per person) and campground 
reservation by June 1st to hold our sites. After the first of 
June, the campground will release our sites for general 
reservations and they expect most of them to be full for Fall
travelers.
You must make you own Campground reservation at Road 
Runner RV Resort. Please call the Resort to tell them you 
are with the Vintage Birds Fall Rally because the blacked 
out sites on their website are being held for Vintage Birds.

Please note the only Vintage Birds Fall Chapter Rally will
be in Red River, New Mexico immediately before the 2019 

Albuquerque International Balloon Fest on October 5-13,
2019.

  

mailto:MikeSparkman@aol.com
http://www.roadrunnerrv.info/


Please complete the information below and send it 
with your rally fee payable to Mike Sparkman by 
June 1st

 
Mike Sparkman 
5225 Thomas Drive, Unit 15, 
Panama City Beach, FL 32408

Name(s):______________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________

Email:(very important)___________________________________

Phone:________________________________________________

Resort Confirmation #:_______________________________

VB#:__________

Coach Name:___________________________

Arrival Date:____________

Departure Date:_____________
#of Attendees____ At $75, Total Enclosed$____________ 

                                                        
                       For more Rally information go to:

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html


                      Vintage Birds Member Rallies

                                 Join Vintage Birds Members 
Dave & Barb Ross

for their 
Bluebird End of Summer Rally

September 5th to 8th
Poncho's Pond RV Park
5335 W Wallace Ln
Ludington, Michigan



Come and Experience Michigan's Last Call for Summer

Enjoy Our Great Lake and its Beautiful Sunsets

Be sure to tell them you're with the Bluebird Group and get the discount rate of $35 per night.

Group rate applies from September 2nd through the 8th!

Rally Hosts Dave and Barb Ross

248-894-2406

Poncho's Pond 
5335 W. Wallace Ln.
Ludington, MI 49431

www.poncho.com
1-888-308-6602

For more Rally information go to:

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html              
 

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html
http://www.poncho.com/


                                      

                                                  
Join Vintage Birds Members

Ralph and Sue Marino
for a fun filled

Visit to Polk County Florida!!

October 21- 26, 2019

Sanlan RV Park

3929 US Hwy 98 S, Lakeland, FL 33812

(863) 665-1726

Rally Cost for one RV and two people 
is $375 and includes 5 nights in campground, 3 dinners,
3 breakfasts, 1 lunch and entrance to the BOK Tower.

If you would like to arrive early or stay late, call the 
RV park and mention the Vintage Birds Rally to get the 
rally rate of $36 per night.

Deadline for registration is August 10th, 2019.

https://www.google.com/search?q=sanlan+rv+park&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS721US721&oq=sanlan&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j0l5.4480j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#


Please send your Registration Form and check made 
out to:

Sue Marino,

4269 Berwick Drive,

Lake Wales, FL 33859

Registration Form

Name________________________

Home Address_____________________________

_____________________________________

Phone Number_____________________________

Email_______________________________

Check number_____

Amount Paid $________

Email: susiem100@yahoo.com 

For more Rally information go to:

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html 

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html


          All Bluebird Rallies              
 Rallies Make our Bluebird Communities Come Alive

2019
Shipshewana, Indiana June 5-9

    Colorado to Arizona to Utah June 16 to July 2
Olympia, Washington June 17-23 

Hood River, Oregon July 2-8
Lock Haven, Pennsylvania July 14-20       

   Boothbay, Maine July 28-August 4
Ludington, Michigan September 5-8

New Paltz, New York September 12-15
Red River, New Mexico October 2-6

Pine Mountain, Georgia October 16-20
Lakeland, Florida October 21-26

Marion, North Carolina October 22-27
2020

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina April 22-26
Oswego, New York July 23-27



Find All the Bluebird Communities Listed at

https://

friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/

Our-Bluebird-Communities

Join & Support Our Bluebird Communities !! 

Got an idea or picture for the newsletter, let us know 
at vintagebirdssecretary@4email.net

Got a favorite Campground, let us know why and
send pictures to vintagebirdssecretary@4email.net

    

Member Notes
(or What Have You Been Upta?)

Send us stories and pictures of trips, locations, events           

mailto:vintagebirdssecretary@4email.net
mailto:vintagebirdssecretary@4email.net
https://friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/Our-Bluebird-Communities
https://friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/Our-Bluebird-Communities
https://friendsofthevintagebluebird.wildapricot.org/Our-Bluebird-Communities


     

Where Is Your Flag Flying??

Send Us Pictures Of Where Your Flag Is Flying

             
                    

        

       
 

                Perry                                    Sue at the Beach    

                                   Birds at the Beach  



                
Photos From Good Times in the Past!

             

 
 

 



                                         

                   



      We Are Only Caretakers Of These Great Machines   
Coaches for Sale 

A Free Service Supporting All Blue Bird Communities
 as of April 16, 2019

               1966 Wanderlodge FC31SB   Asking $10,000           



                             

 1974 Wanderlodge FC31 Asking $27,500

                                                                                  



                                      

1982 Wanderlodge FC35        Asking $29,500



                                     

     1984 Wanderlodge FC35SB    Reduced to $29,500 

                                  
See More Details and Pictures of These Coaches at

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.htm  l  

http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.htm


                         
Check out

The Vintage Birds Web Site for

List  ing   your Vintage Bird   
 

Highlights of Blue Bird Wanderlodge Model Changes

Including list of all models for each year

Pictures and Specifications   For All Years   

 Vintage Wanderlodge Buyer's Check List

Terms & Abbreviations for Blue Bird Motor Homes

You might also want to check out these great sources of
Wanderlodge coaches...

Face Book Group--Blue Bird Wanderlodge, Buy, Sell
or Trade 

https://www.birdconnection.com/

https://www.buybyebluebird.com/

http://wanderlodgetrader.com/

http://wanderlodgetrader.com/
https://www.buybyebluebird.com/
https://www.birdconnection.com/
http://www.vintagebirds.com/bcl.htm
http://www.vintagebirds.com/history.htm#pictures
mailto:shane@vintagebirds.com
mailto:shane@vintagebirds.com
mailto:shane@vintagebirds.com


We Are Only Caretakers Of These Great Machines
Wanderlodge Gurus

Provides Free
Listing Service for Dealers and Owners

Coaches for Sale by Members or Dealers

All are welcome here. No fees attached. If anyone wishes to make a 
donation there's a link at the top to do that, but it's not required. In the
old days we might have put some strings on the dealers, but today 
there really aren't any dealers for Wanderlodges except Randy's BBBB,
and there likely won't be any new dealers. 

If you're an RV dealer and you end up with a Wanderlodge it was 
probably by accident; you got it in a trade or you happened to adopt one
at an auction, and you have no idea what to do with it. Please post it for
sale here. We welcome you. We are the caretakers of a shrinking bird 
population and by posting here we can increase the chances of rescuing 
a bird. To me that's the reward.

I'm proud of our board and it's ability to function solely on donations. 
Nice job people and I thank you! The lack of a need to monetize frees us
greatly from awkward discussions of who joined when, who 
contributed, how much did they contribute, who's taking advantage, 
and it doesn't disenfranchise people like the poor RV dealer who has no 
idea what to do with his $7K Wanderlodge but is honorable enough not 
to send it to the crusher. We need more like that and I encourage them 
to post their coaches here. 

Remember, we're the community funded Wanderlodge forum. WaGu is 
owned by you! David Brady 



APPLICATION FOR VINTAGE BIRDS MEMBERSHIP 

The Vintage Birds Chapter of FMCA was chartered in December 1984 for 
owners of Bluebird Wanderlodge coaches. To have active membership status,
you must own or previously owned a Bluebird Wanderlodge or a Bluebird 
Motor Coach (BMC) and be an FMCA member in good standing.

The purpose of the Chapter is to provide social, recreational and 
informational activities associated with enjoyment and pleasurable use of 
the Bluebird Wanderlodge and BMC coaches; a forum for the exchange of 
information on the maintenance, modification, and updating of members’ 
coaches; and long term and community wide leadership in promoting the 
vintage bird coach through support for all vintage bird communities.

To achieve our purpose the Chapter engages in numerous activities 
including: rally support for hosting and supporting rallies throughout our 
great country,  our Vintage Birds web site at http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html 
which supports a very inclusive web site that lists All Bluebird Rallies, 
vintage bird coach information and coaches for sale, our Newsletter 
capturing Bluebird rally information and member social input, and our 
Vintage Birds Facebook Group providing members a social gathering place 
to post member adventures and social exchanges.  see 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2187641018189972/

The initial fee is $30. This fee covers name badges and your first year dues 
of $15.  Subsequent year dues are $15, or you can take advantage of our 
promotional rate of $40 for 3 years or $60 for 5 years!  Paid dues are non-
refundable.

Once you have paid Vintage Birds dues your application is classified as 
pending. You will receive the Newsletter and Chapter communications 
directly via email and have access to the Vintage Birds Facebook Group. 
When you have satisfied all FMCA membership requirements your 
application is classified as an active member and you will be able to vote and
hold elected office in the Chapter. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2187641018189972/
http://www.vintagebirds.com/index.html


Please complete form below and send your check payable to Vintage Birds
to:

Shane Fedeli, 311 Robin Road, Hershey, PA 17033

APPLICATION FOR VINTAGE BIRDS MEMBERSHIP 

Your first and last name:______________________________________________

Partner/Spouse first & last name:_______________________________________

You(First name on badge)_____________________________________________

Partner/Spouse(First name on badge) ___________________________________

Street: ____________________________________________________________

City: ________________________State: ______________ Zip: ______________

Email: (Very Important)_______________________________________________

Facebook Name:(optional)_____________________________________________

Home phone: _________________________Cell:__________________________

Coach model and year: _______________________________FMCA# _________

I belong to and support these Bluebird Communities: 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

New Member or Returning Member Requesting Badges $15  _________
Dues for One Year $15 _________
Dues for Two Years $30  _________
Dues for Three Years ($5 or 11% Off) $40 _________
Dues for Four Years $55  _________
Dues for Five Years (Best Deal 20 % Off) $60  _________

Total Payment _________

I understand that once I have paid Vintage Birds dues my application is classified 
as pending. I will receive the Newsletter and Chapter communications directly via 
email and have access to the Vintage Birds Facebook Group. When I have 
satisfied all FMCA membership requirements my application will be classified as an
active member and I will be able to vote and hold elected office in the Chapter. 

Signed: ______________________________________________

Thank You for Supporting Vintage Birds


